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The Death Gap

Average life expectancy on 
Chicago’s West Side is up to 
14 years less than the Loop

A white baby born today in 
the affluent West Loop 
neighborhood is likely to live 
to age 80.

A Black baby born just four 
miles away in East Garfield 
Park is likely to live just 66 
years old.
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Conditions on the West Side
HEALTH INEQUITIES IN THESE WEST SIDE NEIGHBORHOODS REFLECT 
DECADES OF DISINVESTMENT THAT HAS RESULTED IN CONCENTRATED 
POVERTY.

The nearly 550,000 people who live in the ten neighborhoods on the West 
Side of Chicago experience disproportionate rates of chronic disease, 
including diabetes, asthma, hypertension and congestive heart failure. 
While life expectancy for residents of the Loop is 80 years, the life 
expectancy for residents in East Garfield Park, only four miles away, is 66 
years. WSU’s mission is to eliminate this 14-year life expectancy gap 
between residents of the Loop and the West Side.
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West Side United is a health 
collaborative composed of six anchor 
hospitals as well as dozens of public, 
private, and non-profit partners.

We formed in 2018 following a series 
of stakeholder and resident 
conversations to understand 
community priorities.

West Side United’s Formation
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Our Partners
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Mission Vision Aim

To build community 
health and economic 
wellness on Chicago’s 
West Side and build 

healthy, vibrant 
neighborhoods.

To improve 
neighborhood health by 

addressing inequities 
using cross-sector, 

place-based strategies.

To eliminate the life 
expectancy gap 

between the Loop and 
West Side 

neighborhoods of 
Chicago.

What We Strive For
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The Anchor Mission
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November 2023

WSU Anchor Mission Accomplishments since 2018

$2M
DISTRIBUTED
IN GRANTS

SMALL BUSINESS GRANT POOL

~150
WS BUSINESSES 
SUPPORTED

LOCAL PROCUREMENT

$197M+
LOCAL SPEND

0.75%
AVG % WS SPEND

IMPACT INVESTING

LOCAL HIRING 

5518
WS HIRES 

16.5%
% WS HIRES 
(2022)

$9.8M
ACTIVE INVESTMENTS

$15.5M
INVESTED SINCE 2018 
WITH “RECYCLED CAPITAL”
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Community Contributions / Direct Investment

2022 amounts Forgivable loan Grant Other Grand Total

Grand Total $500,000 $4,872,272 $7,267,314

$12.6M
Examples

Residency program at 
health clinic

● Community benefit grants to 
nonprofit organizations

● Employee fundraiser  
donations

● Food drive

● Supply drive

● Hospital professional 
services

● Land sold for community 
asset development

WSU hospital and anchor partners' directly invest in West Side communities that existing local 
workforce, purchasing, or investing initiatives do not capture. 
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$50M+
DEVELOPMENT

November 2023

WSU Community Economic Development Partnerships

SANKOFA WELLNESS VILLAGE
WEST GARFIELD PARK

● COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP
● WELLNESS CENTER, SMALL BUSINESS 

INCUBATOR, ARTS CENTER, AND 
COMMUNITY GROCER

● COMMUNITY ASSET & OWNERSHIP
● FUTURE OFFICE FOR WSU

MADISON/HAMLIN DEVELOPMENT
WEST GARFIELD PARK

LAUNDRY LINEN LIAISON
NORTH LAWNDALE

$80M+
DEVELOPMENT WITH
COMMERCIAL, 
RESIDENTIAL, AND 
COMMUNITY GROCER

8-20M
POUNDS 
ANTICIPATED 
ANNUALLY

● PARTNERSHIP WITH 
FOUNDATION & DEVELOPERS

● LIAISE WITH HOSPITALS
● DUE DILIGENCE ON PROPOSED 

MODEL
● WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

COORDINATION

● FUTURE COMMUNITY ASSET & 
OWNERSHIP

175
ANTICIPATED 
EMPLOYEES BY 
THIRD YEAR

● PARTNERSHIP WITH DEVELOPERS
● RECRUITING SMALL BUSINESS 

TENANTS
● COORDINATING WITH COMMUNITY 

GROCER INITIATIVE
● COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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Cardiometabolic Disease, 
Cancer, Infant Mortality, 
Homicide, and Opioid 
Overdose explain 50% to 
73% of the life expectancy 
gap between WSU 
communities and 
downtown

Eliminate the life expectancy gap and improve health

Getting to the Goal: Identifying Drivers

Using decomposition and census tract 
analyses, we identified 5 primary drivers of 

the life expectancy gap

We then identified health 
metrics associated with each driver
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Getting to the 
Goal: WSU 
Metrics 
Framework

WSU’s measurement 
framework connects 
social determinants of 
health to clinical and 
social health outcomes 
and eventually to life 
expectancy.
We know from research that 
social assets, like the quality of 
early education, employment 
and family-sustaining wages, 
and neighborhood safety all 
impact health.
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